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DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

(CFDA  No.  84.168R] 

Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  Regional 
Mathematics  and  Science  Education 
Consortiums  Program:  Regional 
Mathematics  and  Science  Education 
Consortiums  Competition 

Notice  Inviting  Applications  for  New 
Awards  for  Fiscal  Year  1992. 

Purpose  of  Program:  To  award  grants 
or  cooperative  agreements  to  support 
the  establishment  and  operation  of 
regional  mathematics  and  science 
education  consortiums  to  disseminate 
exemplary  mathematics  and  science 
education  instructional  materials  and  to 
provide  technical  assistance  for  the 
implementation  of  teaching  methods  and 
assessment  tools  for  use  by  elementary 
and  secondary  school  students, 
teachers,  and  administrators. 

The  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  Regional 
Mathematics  and  Science  Education 
Consortiums  Program  supports 
AMERICA  2000,  the  President's  strategy 
for  moving  the  Nation  toward  the 
National  Education  Goals,  by  seeking  to 
strengthen  mathematics  and  science 
education.  National  Education  Goal  4 
specifically  calls  for  U.S.  students  to  be 
First  in  the  world  in  mathematics  and 
science  achievement  by  the  year  2000. 

Eligible  Applicants:  Private  nonprofit 
organization,  institution  of  higher 
education,  elementary  or  secondary 
school.  State  or  local  educational 
agency,  regional  educational  laboratory 
in  consortium  with  a  research  and 
development  center  established  under 
section  405(d)(4)(A)  of  the  General 
Education  Provisions  Act,  or  any 
combination  of  these  entities. 

Deadline  for  Transmittal  of 
Applications:  July  31, 1992. 

Deadline  for  Intergovernmental 
Review:  September  30, 1992. 
Applications  Available:  June  26, 1992. 
Available  Funds:  $12,000,000. 
Estimated  Range  of  Awards: 
$1,000,000— $1,200,000. 

Estimated  A  verage  Size  of  A  wards: 

$1,000,000. 

Estimated  Number  of  Awards:  10 — 12. 

Note:  The  Department  is  not  bound  by  any 
estimates  in  this  notice. 

Project  Period:  Up  to  36  months. 
Budget  Period:  12  months. 

Applicable  Regulations:  The 
Education  Department  General 
Administrative  Regulations  (EDGAR)  in 
34  CFR  parts  74.  75.  77.  79.  80.  81.  82.  85. 
and  86. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  On  May 

7. 1992,  the  Secretary  published  a  notice 
of  proposed  priorities  for  Regional 
Mathematics  and  Science  Education 


Consortiums  Program  in  the  Federal 
Register  (57  FR  19788).  The  public 
comment  period  for  the  notice  of 
proposed  priorities  ended  on  June  8. 

1992. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Department  of 
Education  not  to  solicit  applications 
before  the  publication  of  final  priorities. 
However,  in  this  case  it  is  necessary  to 
solicit  applications  on  the  basis  of  the 
notice  of  proposed  priorities  in  order  to 
have  sufficient  time  available  to  conduct 
the  competition  and  make  awards  prior 
to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  (September 
30, 1992). 

Five  parties,  almost  all  of  whom  were 
supportive  of  the  priority,  commented  on 
the  notice.  The  Secretary  anticipates 
making  four  changes  in  response  to 
these  comments.  The  paragraph  prior  to 
section  (a)  states  that  projects  will 
promote  systemic  reform  by 
disseminating  exemplary  materials, 
teaching  methods,  and  assessment  tools 
and  by  providing  technical  assistance  in 
the  implementation  and  adaptation  of 
these  materials,  teaching  methods,  and 
assessment  tools.  This  paragraph 
previously  stated  that  projects  will 
promote  systemic  reform  by  the 
development  and  use  of  curriculum 
frameworks  appropriate  to  world-class 
mathematics  and  science  standards. 
Section  (b)  eliminates  the  word 
"continually”  so  projects  are  not 
burdened  financially  with  continuous 
evaluation.  Section  (c)  clarifies  that  the 
consortiums  must  conduct  or  sponsor 
inservice  professional  development 
programs.  Section  (c)  further  provides 
that  the  design  and  implementation  of 
these  programs  must  be  coordinated 
with  other  inservice  professional 
development  programs  sponsored  with 
Federal  or  State  funds.  Section  (g) 
eliminates  the  word  “governing”  and 
clarification  is  given  by  repeating 
language  in  the  law  regarding  the 
responsibility  of  the  regional  board  to 
oversee  the  administration  and 
establishment  of  program  priorities  for 
the  regional  consortium. 

This  notice  contains  the  priority  as  the 
Secretary  expects  to  issue  it  in  the 
notice  of  final  priority.  Applicants 
should  prepare  their  applications  on  the 
basis  of  this  priority.  If  the  Secretary 
makes  any  substantive  changes  to  this 
priority  before  issuing  the  notice  of  final 
priority,  applicants  will  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  revise  their  applications. 

The  Secretary  solicits  applications  for 
this  absolute  priority. 

Priority 

Under  34  CFR  75.105(c)(3),  the 
Secretary  gives  an  absolute  preference 
to  applications  that  meet  the  following 
priority.  The  Secretary  will  fund  under 


this  competition  only  applications  that 
meet  this  absolute  priority: 

Development  and  Operation  of  Regional 
Consortiums  to  Support  Systemic 
Reform 

Projects  that  propose  to  establish  and 
operate  regional  consortiums  that  will 
promote  systemic  reform  by 
disseminating  exemplary  materials, 
teaching  methods,  and  assessment  tools 
and  by  providing  technical  assistance  in 
the  implementation  and  adaptation  of 
these  materials,  teaching  methods,  and 
assessment  tools. 

The  consortiums  must  carry  out  all  of 
the  following  activities: 

(a)  Provide  technical  assistance  to 
help  States  adopt  world-class  standards 
in  mathematics  and  science,  develop 
curriculum  frameworks  that  embody 
these  standards,  and  develop  new  forms 
of  assessment  matched  to  the  curriculum 
frameworks.  The  consortiums  must  also 
provide  technical  assistance  to  help 
States  develop  and  implement  new 
approaches  to  teacher  inservice  and 
preservice  education  and  teacher 
certification  appropriate  to  the 
standards  and  frameworks. 

(b)  Identify  and  disseminate 
exemplary  mathematics  and  science 
education  instructional  materials, 
teaching  methods,  and  assessment  tools 
for  use  by  elementary  and  secondary 
school  students.  All  materials  and 
methods  disseminated  by  the 
consortiums  must  reflect  emerging 
world-class  standards  for  mathematics 
and  science  and  be  evaluated  for  their 
positive  impact  on  student  learning.  In 
order  to  identify  the  exemplary 
materials,  teaching  methods,  and 
assessment  tools  and  appropriate 
teacher  education  and  certification 
programs,  the  consortiums  must  consult 
with  classroom  teachers  (both  public 
and  private)  and  university  scholars, 
together  with  State  science  and 
mathematics  supervisors,  Eisenhower 
State  coordinators.  National  Diffusion 
Network  State  Facilitators,  and 
representatives  from  the  regional 
education  laboratory,  the  National 
Science  Foundation’s  State  Systemic 
Initiative  projects,  and  other 
organizations  and  activities  promoting 
science  and  mathematics  reform  in  the 
region.  Consortiums  must  also  consult 
with  directors  of  exemplary 
mathematics  and  science  projects  in  the 
region,  whether  funded  by  the 
Department  of  Education,  the  National 
Science  Foundation,  the  Department  of 
Energy,  other  federal  agencies,  or 
private  foundations. 

(c)  Train  and  provide  technical 
assistance  to  classroom  teachers. 
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administrators,  and  other  educators  to 
adapt  and  use  the  instructional 
materials,  teaching  methods,  curricula, 
and  assessment  tools  described  above. 
The  consortiums  must  conduct  or 
sponsor  intensive  inservice  professional 
development  programs,  including  local 
workshops  during  summer  months,  for 
science  and  mathematics  teachers, 
including  elementary  teachers,  and  for 
student  teachers  engaged  in  pre-service 
clinical  programs.  Design  and 
implementation  of  these  programs  must 
be  coordinated  with  other  inservice 
professional  development  programs  in 
mathematics  and  science  systemic 
reform  efforts,  such  as  State  eductional 
agencies,  the  National  Diffusion 
Network.  Mathematics  and  science 
sponsored  with  other  Federal  or  State 
funds  in  order  to  insure  maximum  ' 
coverage  and  minimize  duplication  of 
services.  The  professional  development 
programs  must  prepare  teachers  to  teach 
to  world-class  standards  and  new 
curriculum  frameworks  developed  to 
implement  those  standards.  The  work  of 
designing  these  professional 
development  programs  must  involve 
teachers,  scholars,  administrators  in  the 
States  and  school  districts,  and  other 
knowledgeable  parties  within  the  region. 

The  consortiums  must  also  provide 
necessary  follow-up  support  for  teachers 
and  student  teachers  who  receive 
intensive  training  under  this  program  to 
ensure  continued  access  to  information 
and  materials — especially  those  made 
available  by  the  Eisenhower  National 
Clearinghouse — that  will  help  them 
integrate  world-class  standards  into 
their  local  curricula. 


(d)  Provide  financial  assistance,  if 
necessary,  to  enable  teachers, 
administrators,  and  other  educators  to 
help  design,  organize,  attend,  and 
participate  in  the  activities  of  the 
regional  consortium. 

(e)  Maintain  on-line  computer 
communications  with  all  regional 
consortiums  and  the  Eisenhower 
National  Clearinghouse  for  Science  and 
Mathematics  Education. 

(f)  Document  and  report  to  the 
Secretary  on  the  consortium’s 
development  and  implementation 
process,  and  collect  data  that  allow  for 
evaluation  of  each  major  project 
objective,  especially  in  terms  of  the 
impact  of  participation  in  consortium 
activities  on  the  performance  of  teachers 
and  their  students.  Each  consortium 
must  participate  in  any  evaluation  the 
Secretary  may  conduct. 

(g)  Establish  a  broadly  based  regional 
board  to  oversee  the  administration  and 
establishment  of  program  priorities  for 
the  regional  consortium.  The  board  shall 
include  classroom  teachers  (public  and 
private),  university  scholars,  and 
representatives  of  major  regional 
groups,  organizations,  or  programs 
active  in  mathematics  and  science 
systemic  reform  efforts,  such  as  State 
educational  agencies,  the  National 
Diffusion  Network,  mathematics  and 
science  professional  organizations,  the 
National  Science  Foundation’s  State 
Systemic  Initiatives,  State  legislatures. 
Governor’s  offices,  local  schools,  boards 
of  education,  parent  organizations,  and 
business,  labor,  and  industry 
organizations. 


Selection  Criteria 

The  Secretary  evaluates  an 
application  on  the  basis  of  selection 
criteria  under  34  CFR  75.210.  Under  34 
CFR  75.210(c),  the  Secretary  is 
authorized  to  distribute  an  additional  15 
points  among  the  criteria  to  bring  the 
total  to  a  maximum  of  100  points.  For 
the  purpose  of  this  competition,  the 
Secretary  will  distribute  the  additional 
points  as  follows: 

Plan  of  Operation.  (34  CFR 
75.210(b)(3)).  Ten  (10)  additional  points 
will  be  added  for  a  possible  total  of  25 
points  for  this  criterion. 

(Evaluation  Plan.  (34  CFR 
75.210(b)(6)).  Five  (5)  additional  points 
will  be  added  for  a  possible  total  of  10 
points  for  this  criterion. 

FOR  APPUCATIONS  OR  INFORMATION  * 
contact:  Allen  Schmieder,  U.S. 

Department  of  Education,  Fund  for  the 
Improvement  and  Reform  of  Schools 
and  Teaching  (FIRST)  Office,  555  New 
Jersey  Avenue  NW.,  room  522, 
Washington,  DC  20208-5524.  Telephone 
(202)  219-1496.  Deaf  and  hearing 
impaired  individuals  may  call  the 
Federal  Dual  Party  Relay  Service  at  1- 
800-877-8339  (in  Washington.  DC  202 
area  code,  telephone  708-9300)  between 
8  a.m.  and  7  p.m..  Eastern  time. 

Program  Authority:  20  U.S.C.  2994. 

Dated:  )une  18. 1992. 

Diane  Ravitch, 

Assistant  Secretary  for  Educational  Research 
and  Improvement. 

(FR  Doc.  92-14742  Filed  6-22-92;  8:45  am) 
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